


Businesses which operate adjacent to water courses should implement best
practice in relation to activities which could have an impact on the flora and
fauna of adjoining watercourses.

Activities which can have a significant effect on fish and even lead to a fish kill
include amongst others, poor or inappropriate management of onsite water,
poor maintenance of settlement lagoons, unlicensed discharges to a water
course, runoff from un-vegetated land to a water course and unlicensed
extraction of river bed material.

All these activities have the potential to transfer fine sediments to adjoining
water courses where they will increase the suspended sediment. These
sediments will settle and can clog and compact important fishery habitats
including vital spawning gravels. Direct removal of river bed material can also
lead to significant fish mortalities.

Mitigation measures could include, ensuring that appropriate storage facilities
are available for prolonged wet periods, location of settlement lagoons at an
appropriate distance from any watercourse with appropriate vegetative buffer
strips, use of geo textiles over un-vegetated areas to reduce sediment runoff
and to ensure that any relevant legislation, regulations and consents to
discharge are adhered to and compliance frequently monitored.

Statutory fishery bodies have been developing fishery habitat improvement
schemes which are designed to improve the quality and availability of suitable
habitats for native fish species including salmon and trout. Some examples of
in-channel and riparian habitat improvement works are outlined below and the
rationale explained in more detail.


